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IV.2.23. Hamhung

Hometown of the Joson royal family

Table Hamhung-I. Basic data92

Population 768,551 (Rank 3)

Area 556 km² (Rank 14)

Population density 1,382 I./km² (Rank 5)

Administrative units 101 dong/19 ri (84%) (Rank 6)

“Urban” population/“rural” population 91.6%/8.4% (Rank 4)



Figure Hamhung-I. Hamhung Royal Villa   
(Pavillion) (2012)

Figure Hamhung-II. Hamhung Royal Villa (2012)



Reconstruction of Hamhung and developments after 1945

Table Hamhung-II. Support for the reconstruction of North Korean cities by COMECON-states 
          (according to Kim W n 1998, 244)

City Supporting countries Planned timeframe

Pyongyang Hungary, Bulgaria 1954-1957

Hamhung GDR 1955-1964

Sunchon Romania 1958-

Wonsan Poland 1954-1966

Tokchon Tchekoslovakia 1954-1956



Location in the largest plain at the Northeast Korean East Sea Coast

Figure Hamhung-III. Overlooking J ngs ng-
Street (2012) 

Figure Hamhung-IV. J ngs ng-Street (2012)



Table Hamhung-III. Climate values

Annual average January temperature August temperature Precipitation

10.0°C (9) -4.2°C (8) 22.8°C (18) 822.3 mm (20)

Figure Hamhung-V. S ngch n-gang  (2012)   Figure Hamhung-VI. Center (view towards 

North) (2012)

Figure Hamhung-VII. Forest area in 
the ri



City of chemical industry

Table Hamhung-IV. Ranking (in parenthesis: number of industrial companies or cultural institutions)

Hamhung KOFC MOU IPA KCNA KIET Summary

Companies-
total

3 (33) 3 (58) 3 (36) 2 (39) 2 (126) 3

Companies-
important

5 (8) 4 (7) 4 (12) 2 (47) 3 (20)

Cultural in-
stitutions

3 (28)

Table Hamhung-V. Ranking (Total number of companies in relation to population)

Hamhung KOFC MOU IPA KCNA KIET Summary

Companies-total 18 14 13-20-12 6 4-4 12-14



Table Hamhung-VI. Specification (in parenthesis: number of industrial companies)

Hamhung Light Industry Heavy Industry Mining Energy

KOFC 10 (9) 8 (24) - -

MOU 13 (36) 7 (22) - -

IPA 13 (18) 7 (18) - -

KCNA 16 (15) 4 (23) - 16 (1)

KIET 19 (44) 2 (80) - 14 (2)



Figure Hamhung-VIII. Ryongs ng Machine in the 
Hungnam Fertilizer Complex (2012)

Figure Hamhung-IX. February 8 Vinalon 
Complex (2012)





Figure Hamhung-X. Majon Bathing Resort (2012) Figure Hamhung-XI. Hungnam Port (2012)



 

Administrative Overview



Changes within the kuyok-system

Figure Hamhung-XII. Districts and dong in Hamhung



After the reconstruction: Developments of the Sapho region

Table Hamhung-VII.  Number of dong in the kuyok

1955 1956 1957 1960 1963 1965 1967 1970

Hamhung 
(Total number)

62 52 55 64 77 85 93 91

Hamhung 
(Total changes)

-10:- -:-6/9 5:-1/5 4:9 2:6 -:8 1:-3

S ngch n 13 : - - : 4 - : -1 - : 1 - : 1

Tongh ng 7 : - - : 1 2 : 1 1 : 2 - : 2 -:(-3)

Hoesang 3 : -  - : 4 1 : - 2:1 1:-

Sapho 8 : - -3 : - - :-2/1 1 : - 2 : - -:1 - : 1

Hungnam 16 : - -4 : - - : -2 1 : 1 - : 1 -:1 - : 2

Haean 7 : - - : -2 - : 1 - : 2 -:2

H ngd k 8 : - -3 : - - : 1 1 : 3 -:1 - : 2



1974 1982 1993 2001 Total Population

94 98 100 101

Hamhung -:3 (1):3 1:1 (1):- 99+(2) 768.551

S ngch n 18 127.102

Tongh ng - : (3) 16 120.559

Hoesang 12 156.608

Sapho 1 : 3 - : 1 13 +(1) 115.317

Hungnam 16    99.994

Haean 1 : - 11    80.878

H ngd k 13    68.093

Table Hamhung-VIII. Decrease of dong and formation of new dong in the up

1950s 1960s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s

Hamhung 
(decrease of

dong)
-16 -1

Hamhung
(formation 
of new
dong)

9 38 1 4 2

S ngch n -1 S ngch n 4 2

Tongh ng Tongh ng 1 8  

Hoesang Hoesang 4 4 1

Sapho -5 Sapho 1 5 4 1

Hungnam -6 Hungnam 6

Haean -2 Haean 5 1

H ngd k -3 H ngd k 8



Table Hamhung-IX. Increase of the number of dong (without rodongjagu)

1955 Total

Hamh ng 62 99+(2)   60%

S ngch n 13 18   38%

Tongh ng 7 16 129%

Hoesang 3 12 300%

Sapho 8 13 +(1)   63%

H ngnam 16 16     0%

Haean 7  11   57%

H ngd k 8 13   63%

1955 1960 1970 1982 1993 2001

Hamh ng 62 64 91 98 100 101

S ngch n 13 16 18 18 18 18

Tongh ng 7 11 13 16 16 16

Hoesang 3 8 12 12 12 12

Sapho 8 5 9 13 14 14

H ngnam 16 12 16 16 16 16

Haean 7 6 10 10 11 11

H ngd k 8 6 13 13 13 13

Figure Hamhung-XIII. W nhy ng-apartment tower   
(2012)

Figure Hamhung-XIV. Dong (Center)



1955 1956 1957 1960 1963 1965 1967 1970

Hamh ng 62 52 55 64 77 85 93 91

S ngch n 13 13 17 16 17 17 18 18

Tongh ng 7 7 8 11 14 14 16 13

Hoesang 3 3 7 8 8 11 11 12

Sapho 8 5 4 5 7 8 9 9

H ngnam 16 12 10 12 13 14 16 16

Haean 7 7 5 6 8 10 10 10

H ngd k 8 5 5 6 10 11 13 13

1974 1982 1993 2001 Total

Hamh ng 94 98 100 101 99+(2) 

S ngch n 18 18 18 18 18

Tongh ng 16 16 16 16 16

Hoesang 12 12 12 12 12

Sapho 9 13 14 14 13 +(1)

H ngnam 16 16 16 16 16

Haean 10 10 11 11  11

H ngd k 13 13 13 13 13

Hamhung - center of Northeast Korea


