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IV.2.12. Pyongyang

IV.2.12. 1. Overview

The historical center in the northwest of Korea



Table Pyongyang-I. Basic data

Population 2,999,466 (Rank 1)

Area  1,907 km² (Rank 2)

Population density 1,617 I./km² (Rank 4)

Administrative units 287 dong/75 ri (79%) (Rank 7)

“Urban” population / “rural” population 90.1%/9.9% (Rank 7)

Figure Pyongyang-I. Kuyok and kun47



Table Pyongyang-II. Climate values

Annual average January temperature August temperature Precipitation

10.2°C (8) -5.9°C (13) 24.2°C (4) 939.8 mm (14)

Largest industrial city of the DPRK

Table Pyongyang-III. Ranking (in parenthesis: number of industrial companies or cultural institutions)

Pyongyang KOFC MOU IPA KCNA KIET Summary

Ranks 1 (118) 1 (238) 1 (139) 1 (177) 1 (283) 1

Major 1 (22) 1 (16) 1 (89) 1 (136) 1 (88)

Culture 1 (223)

Table Pyongyang-IV. Ranking (Total number of companies in relation to population)

Pyongyang KOFC MOU IPA KCNA KIET Summary

Rank 20 13 14-9-1 5 21-13 14-9

Table Pyongyang-V. Specification (in parenthesis: number of industrial companies)

Pyongyang Light Industry Heavy Industry Mining Energy

KOFC 8 (35) 16 (70) 10 (7) 14 (6)

MOU 5 (175) 20 (51) 13 (8) 9 (4)

IPA 12 (72) 20 (42) 6 (18) 9 (7)

KCNA 7 (111) 15 (52) 7 (3) 15 (11)

KIET 8 (133) 19 (130) 14 (14) 12 (6)





Table Pyongyang-VI. Population and important companies in the kuyok and kun of Pyongyang

Population
IPA 

important
Important companies 

III.7.3.
Quotient population (%)/
companies; IPA-important

Jung (Central) 131,333 (4.4%) 4 (4.4%) 5 (5.7%) 1-1.3

Phyongchon 181,142 (6%) 12 (13.3%) 16 (18.2%) 2.2-3

Moranbong 143,404 (4.8%) 3 (3.3%) 1 (1.1%) 0.7-0.2

Pothonggang 105,180 (3.5%) 3 (3.3%) 4 (4.5%) 0.9-1.4

Sosong 147,138 (4.9%) 3 (3.3%) 5 (5.7%) 0.7-1.2

Taesong 115,739 (3.9%) 9 (10%) 2 (2.3%) 2.6-0.6

Taedonggang 207,081 (6.9%) 3 (3.3%) 2 (2.3%) 0.5-0.3

Tongdaewon 143,561(4.8%) 5 (5.6%) 5 (5.7%) 1.2-1.2

Sonkyo 148,209 (4.9%) 12 (13.3%) 15 (17%) 2.7-3.5

Samsok 62,790 (2.1%) 1 (1.1%) 0 0.5-0

Unjong 47,569 (1.6%) 1 (1.1%) 1 (1.1%) 0.7-0.7

Ryongsong 195,891 (6.5%) 3 (3.3%) 4 (4.5%) 0.5-0.7

Sunan 91,791 (3.1%) 0 0 0-0

Hyongjesan 160,032 (5.3%) 2 (2.2%) 1 (1.1%) 0.4-0.2

Mangyongdae 321,690 (10.7%) 8 (8.9%) 8 (9.1%) 0.8-0.9

Sadong 140,869 (4.7%) 6 (6.7%) 3 (3.4%) 1.4-0.7

Ryokpho 82,548 (2.8%) 1 (1.1%) 2 (2.3%) 0.4-0.8

Rakrang 282,681 (9.4%) 10 (11.1%) 8 (9.1%) 1.2-1

Kangdong 221,539 (7.4%) 3 (3.3%) 6 (6.8%) 0.4-0.9

Kangnam 69,279 (2.3%) 1 (1.1%) 0 0.5-0

2,999,466 90 88



Figure Pyongyang-II. Share of important companies 
according to III.7.3

Figure Pyongyang-III. Share of population



Table Pyongyang-VII. Ratio of urbanized administrative units to rural units as well as the ratio of  
          “urban” to “rural” population (Sources for data: DPR Korea 2008 Population Census, data for 
          1986: Yi Ki-s k 2008, 27)

Dong/ri Share dong%
Urban 

(difference to 1986)
Rural

Jung (Central) 21/0 100% 100% 0%

Phyongchon 17/0 100% 100% 0%

Moranbong 17/0 100% 100% 0%

Pothonggang 15/0 100% 100% 0%

Sosong 15/0 100% 100% 0%

Taesong 15/0 100% 100% (+3.3%) 0%

Taedonggang 25/0 100% 100% 0%

Tongdaewon 18/0 100% 100% 0%

Sonkyo 21/0 100% 100% 0%

Samsok 4/7 36.4% 50.6% (+3.1%) 49.4%

Unjong 4/0 100% 100% 0%

Ryongsong 15/0 100% 100% (+3.6%) 0%

Sunan 5/9 35.7% 48.2% (+6.7%) 51.8%

Hyongjesan 15/3 83.3% 91.1% (+11.7%) 8.9%

Mangyongdae 29/2 93.5% 98.2% (+6.4%) 1.8%

Sadong 13/6 68.4% 71.9% (+2%) 28.1%

Ryokpho 6/6 50% 73.8% (+9.6%) 26.2%

Rakrang 21/9 70% 90.4% (+21.1%) 9.6%

Kangdong 1 Up, 9 Ku/15 40% 72.4% (-1.1%) 27.6%

Kangnam 1 Up/18 5.3% 27.8% (+4.1%) 72.2%

Figure Pyongyang-IV. Percentage of “urban” population



Changes of the bigger administrative regional units in Pyongyang



Table Pyongyang-VIII. Number of kuyok and kun in Pyongyang

December 1952 5 kuyok

June 1958 6 kuyok

September 1959 11 kuyok

October 1960 18 kuyok

May 1963 18 kuyok, 3 kun

April 1972 19 kuyok, 3 kun

December 1979 18 kuyok, 3 kun

October 1981 19 kuyok, 3 kun

March 1983 18 kuyok, 4 kun

May 1995 19 kuyok, 4 kun

2010 18 kuyok, 1 kun

2011 18 kuyok, 2 kun

IV.2.12. 2. Downtown districts west of the Taedong-gang

Jung-kuyok - the center of the capital



Figure Pyongyang-V. Changj n-street (2012)        Figure Pyongyang-VI. Kim Il-sung Square (2012)



Figure Pyongyang-VII. Vanished dong 
(Jung)

Figure Pyongyang-VIII. Dong in Jung-
kuyok



Phyongchon-kuyok - the kuyok with most of the industrial companies

Figure Pyongyang-IX. Pyongchon-kuyok (2012)



Figure Pyongyang-X. Dong in the 
Pyongchon-kuyok



Moranbong-kuyok - Parks and the Arch of Triumph

Figure Pyongyang-XI. Vanished dong 
(Moranbong)

Figure Pyongyang-XII. Dong in Moranbong-
kuyok



Pothonggang-kuyok - Ryugyong hotel and residential complex for the executive

Figure Pyongyang-XIII. Ryugy ng-Hotel (2012) Figure Pyongyang-XIV. Subway station 
Hwangg mb l (2012)



Sosong-kuyok - Location of Kim Jong Thae Electric Locomotive Complexes 

Figure Pyongyang-XV. Vanished dong 
(Pothonggang)

Figure Pyongyang-XVI. Dong in Pothonggang-
kuyok



Figure Pyongyang-XVII. Dong in Sosong-
kuyok  (2012)

Figure Pyongyang-XVIII. Inhung-street (right: 
Hy ksin subway station) (2012)



Taesong-kuyok - urbanized West, Taesong-san in the East

Figure Pyongyang-XIX. Zoo (2006) Figure Pyongyang-XX. Ryongbuk Middle School 
(2012)



IV.2.12. 3. Inner city district east to the Taedong-gang

Taedonggang-kuyok  - Munsu-Street and embassy area

Figure Pyongyang-XXI. Vanished dong 
(Taesong)

Figure Pyongyang-XXII. Dong in Taesong-kuyok



Figure Pyongyang-XXIII. Taedonggang-kuyok (2012)

Figure Pyongyang-XXIV. Dong in Taedonggang-
kuyok



Table Pyongyang-IX. Dong in Taedonggang-kuyok

East Center West

1955 (9) 6 3 -

1963 (10) 6 4 -

1967 (11) 6 5 -

1972 (14) 8 6 -

1981 (15) 9 6 -

1982 (24) 9 6 9

1991 (25) 9 7 9

Tongdaewon-kuyok - the kuyok east to the Juche Tower



Table Pyongyang-X. Dong in Tongdaewon-kuyok

West East

1955 (9) 6 3

1960 (10) 7 3

1965 (13) 9 4

1967 (16) 12 4

1972 (18) 12 6

Figure Pyongyang-XXV. Dong in Tongdaewon-
kuyok

Figure Pyongyang-XXVI. Tongdaewon-kuyok 
(2012)



Songyo-kuyok - Industrial area in East-Pyongyang

Figure Pyongyang-XXVII. Dong in Sonkyo-
kuyok

Figure Pyongyang-XXVIII. Sonkyo-kuyok (2012)



Table Pyongyang-XI. Dong in Sonkyo-kuyok

West East

1955 (10) 5 5

1960 (11) 6 5

1963 (12) 6 6

1965 (17) 7 10

1967 (19) 8 11

1972 (21) 9 12



IV.2.12. 4. City suburbs west of the Taedong-gang

Samsok-kuyok - Kuyok with large agricultural companies



Unjong-kuyok - the science district

Figure Pyongyang-XXIX. Dong and ri 
in Samsok-kuyok

Figure Pyongyang-XXX. Dong 
in Unjong-kuyok



Ryongsong-kuyok at the foot of the Ch ngryong mountain range 

Figure Pyongyang-XXXI. Dong in 
Ryongsong-kuyok



Sunan - kuyok - Kuyok with the International Airport of Pyongyang

Hyongjesan-kuyok - Kuyok with the second highest increase in the rate of

urbanization since 1986

Figure Pyongyang-XXXII. 
Dong and ri in Sunan-kuyok



Mangyongdae - kuyok - Kwangbok residental area and Ch ngchun Sport Village

Figure Pyongyang-XXXIII. Dong 
and ri in Hyongjesan-kuyok



Figure Pyongyang-XXXIV. Dong and ri in 
Mangyongdae-kuyok



IV.2.12. 5. City suburbs east of the Taedong-gang

Sadong-kuyok - concentration of the population in the north of the kuyok

Ryokpho-kuyok - agricultural kuyok in the south of Pyongyang

Figure Pyongyang-XXXV. Dong and ri in 
the Sadong-kuyok



Rakrang-kuyok - Kuyok with the latest high rise residential block neighborhood

Figure Pyongyang-XXXVI. Dong and ri in the 
Ryokpho-kuyok



Figure Pyongyang-XXXVII. Rakrang-kuyok 
(2012)

Figure Pyongyang-XXXVIII. Monument to the 
Three-Point Charter for National Reunification 

(2012)



Figure Pyongyang-XXXIX. Dong and ri in the Rakrang-
kuyok



Kangdong-kun - Location of significant coal mines

Figure Pyongyang-XL. Up, rodongjagu and ri 
in Kangdong-kun



Kangnam-kun - rice producer for the capital’s population

IV.2.12. 6. Summary: Administrative changes in the kuyok and kun of Pyongyang

Table Pyongyang-XII. New dong in the regions of Pyongyang

Inner City (West) Inner City (East) Outskirts (West) Outskirts (East)

1950s 4 (8.9%) - 3 (4.8%) 3 (6.5%) 10 (5.3%)

1960s 27 (60%) 18 (48.6%) 22 (35.5%) 16 (34.8%) 83 (43.7%)

1970s 11 (24.4%) 9 (24.3%) 11 (17.7%) 4 (8.7%) 35 (18.4%)

1980s 3 (6.7%) 9 (24.3%) 6 (9.7%) 4 (8.7%) 22 (11.6%)

1990s - 1 (2.7%) 20 (32.3%) 19 (41.3%) 40 (21.1%)

45 37 62 46 190

Figure Pyongyang-XLI. Up and ri in the 
Kangnam-kun



Table Pyongyang-XIII. Vanished dong

Jung Moranbong Pothonggang Taesong Rakrang

1959 1 1

1960 2 2

1972 2 1 3

1979 1 1 2

1981 3 3

1983 1 1 1 3

1986 1 1 2

1991 1 1

7 4 3 2 1 17




