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IV.2.19. Rason

City in the northeast corner of the DPR Korea 

Table Rason-I. Basic data

Population 196,954 (Rank 18)

Area 754 km² (Rank 9)

Population density 261 I./km² (Rank 22)

Administrative units 21 dong/13 ri (48%) (Rank 24)

“Urban” population/“rural” population 80.4%/19.6% (Rank 16)



Table Rason-II. Climate values

Annual average January temperature August temperature Precipitation

7.0°C (25) -7.3°C (19) 21.2°C (25) 793.5 mm (21)



Change in the economic structure by the construction of S ngri Chemical Complex

Table Rason-III. Ranking (in parenthesis: number of industrial companies or cultural institutions)

Rason KOFC MOU IPA KCNA KIET Summary

Companies-
total 

24 (6) 19 (12) 24 (4) 18 (7) 15 (29) 22

Companies-
important

14 (3) 19 (1) 22 (3) 22 (6) 25 (2)

Cultural in-
stitutions

15 (5)

Table Rason-IV. Ranking (total number of companies in relation to population)

Rason KOFC MOU IPA KCNA KIET Summary

Companies - total 23 19 23-20-13 10 5-21 21-25

Table Rason-V. Specification (in parenthesis: number of industrial companies)

Rason Light Industry Heavy Industry Mining Energy

KOFC 7 (2) 20 (3) - 4 (1)

MOU 22 (5) 18 (3) 8 (2) 1 (2)

IPA 22 (1) 7 (2) - 1 (1)

KCNA 6 (5) 24 (1) - 9 (1)

KIET 17 (11) 17 (14) 9 (2) 3 (2)





Rason Economic Special Zone



Rajin-City from 1936-1949

1967-1993: Rajin-si, for a few months Unggi (Sonbong) is already part of the city

1993 Rajin-Sonbong-jikhalsi; 2000 Rason-jikhalsi; 2010 Rason-thukbyolsi

Urban expansion, reductions
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Figure Rason-I. Dong and former rodongjagu

Figure Rason-II. Urbanized areas (light blue) and 
industrial areas (dark blue) 

(Source: Yi Sang-jun et. al. 2012, 42)



Statistics



Rason - Ports near the new Chinese economic development zones


